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advantages as a more favorable location for trade, better possibilities
for agriculture, and a more stimulating climate, have led to the present-
day domination of northwestern Europe in European affairs.

European peoples and ideas soon leaped the confines of the con-
tinent and spread to all parts of the world, until Europe became the
center of cultural, political and economic life. Beginning in the fifteenth
century, The Netherlands, England, Portugal and France began to
establish trading posts on the coasts of Asia and Africa. Gradually
these trading posts expanded into colonies, until ultimately all of Africa,
excepting only Ethiopia and Liberia, came under European political
domination. Important sections of Asia also came under the control
of European powers. England assumed control of India, France seized
Indo-China, Spain secured the Philippines, and the Dutch laid claim to
most of the East Indies, while Russia gradually extended its empire
eastward through Siberia to the Pacific. Following the voyages of
Columbus, the new worlds of North and South America came under
the domination of European powers, and later England colonized
Australia and New Zealand. During this period many strategic harbors
and most of the islands of the sea also passed into the hands of the
principal European powers. Thus European colonies were established on
every continent and in every section of the known world. Although
some of these colonies have since secured their independence, European
peoples and cultures still exert a profound influence on the life of
these new states.

The explorer, missionary, trader and colonist spread European
culture, forms of government, language and trade. Not only have
Europeans spread their own ideas and techniques, but they have spread
native customs and products which appealed to them. For example,
Indian tobacco and corn, Andean potatoes, Brazilian manioc, Asiatic
wheat and rice, Asiatic horses, African folk tales, Hawaiian music, and
countless other non-European items have been diffused by Europeans.

Europe has continued to be responsible for such a large share of
the advanced ideas of the world that the term "European" has become
almost synonymous with "civilized" or "modern." The United States
and Japan are the only two areas outside of Europe which have made
recent and important contributions to civilization. Modern democracy
had its birth in England and on the continent, and modern legal struc-
tures have their roots in Roman law. Although Christianity is not of
European origin, it achieved its greatest development there, and it has
been largely through European effort that its principles have been
spread throughout the world. In the fields of art, literature, music,